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then open to a newspaper in that class, had long been a lead-
ing liberal organ, and since 1889 edited by E. T. Cook, one of the
last and greatest 'writing editors* of the old school. An American
millionaire bought it, desiring to convert it into a conservative
paper and supposing, apparently, that the staff would acquiesce.
Instead, under Cook's leadership they all walked out; and
Newnes then engaged them in a body to run a new liberal paper,
the Westminster Gazette, whose first number appeared at the end
of January 1893. Unlike most of Newnes's ventures, this jour-
nal never shone as a money-maker. But as an organ of high
politics on the intellectual plane it filled in the revival of the
liberal party and during its period of pre-war rule a place of
central importance. Meanwhile Cook and his colleagues were
thought to have strikingly vindicated the independence of jour-
nalists.
Seven years later, however, it was again challenged. Down to
the outbreak of the South African war the two London liberal
morning papers, the Daily News and Daily Chronicle, took opposite
roles. The News, edited since 1895 by E. T. Cook, was pro-
Milner and supported the war. The Chronicle, edited by another
famous writing journalist, H. W. Massingham, was pro-Boer and
opposed the war. But during 1900 the politics of both papers
were forcibly changed. The proprietor of the Chronicle squeezed
out Massingham, and launched a pro-war policy; while about
the same time an anti-war syndicate (originated by Lloyd
George) bought the Daily News, and ousted Cook. Thus both
editors were dislodged, and the positions of the two papers were
sharply and oddly reversed—a fact to be remembered by anyone
studying the press opinion of that time.
Elementary education during these years was still bisected
between the voluntary bodies and the school boards; and the
latter were still afflicted by the religious squabbles, which did so
much to lower them in public esteem. But the quality of the
teachers was steadily rising; all concerned came to take compul-
sory education for granted; and the abolition of school fees under
Lord Salisbury's Act of 1891 removed any remaining grievance of
the parents. The battle against mere illiteracy was won; and it
became practicable to devote more attention to problems of
further education.
The first Salisbury government had set up a large royal com-

